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Control  by  the  People 

jgRITAlN  IS  A  DEMOCRATIC  COUNTRY.  WE  HAVE  THE 

right  to  elect  representatives  to  the  House  of  Commons  and 
the  Local  Authorities.  We  have  the  right  to  organise  in  Trade 
Unions,  Co-operatives  and  political  parties.  We  have  the 
right  to  hold  meetings,  voice  our  opinions,  and  publish  papers 
and  parnphlets. 

The  Communist  Party  values  these  rights,  which  have  been 
won  by  the  political  and  industrial  struggles  of  past  generations. 
The  Communist  Party’s  Rules  lay  down  that  its  members  “  work 
to  preserve,  develop  and  utilise  to  the  fullest  extent  the  demo¬ 
cratic  rights  of  public  speech,  press,  assembly,  organisation, 
representation  in  Parliament,  Local  Government  and  other 
public  bodies,  in  order  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the 
people  and  secure  a  Government  truly  representative  of  the 
majority  of  the  nation.” 

But  democracy  is  not  something  fixed.  Reactionary 
vested  interests  are  always  trying  to  weaken  democracy,  while 
working  people  must  always  be  trying  to  strengthen  and  spread 
democracy  in  order  to  make  the  people’s  will  prevail  against 
the  vested  interests. 

Democracy  is  not  only  a  question  of  voting.  Com¬ 
munists  believe  that  no  elected  representatives,  however  honest 
and  sincere,  can  do  the  job  properly,  either  in  Parliament  or 
Local  Councils,  unless  the  people  express  their  will  on  the 
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various  questions  that  come  up.  That  is  why  the  Communist 
Party  holds  meetings  to  explain  events  and  political  issues,  and 
encourages  organisations  to  pass  resolutions  and  send  them  in 
to  the  Government  and  the  Councils.  The  more  interest  people 
take  in  what  is  going  on,  the  more  democratic  is  the  country, 
and  the  more  will  its  affairs  be  controlled  by  the  people. 

Also  Communists  consider  that  Britain  can  be  made  still 
more  democratic  if  the  people  take  an  active  part  in  everything 
that  concerns  them.  For  example,  in  order  to  get  the  best 
results  for  children  at  school,  there  should  be  parents’  com¬ 
mittees  working  in  a  friendly  way  with  the  teaching  staff  and  the 
Education  Committee.,  In  the  factories,  it  was  the  Communists 
who  put  forward  the  idea  of  Joint  Production  Committees,  with 
representatives  both  of  the  workers  and  of  the  management, 
in  order  to  get  the  best  results  in  production  for  the  war. 

Our  democracy  can  be  improved  still  more  if  the  people 
exercise  greater  control  over  the  activities  of  the  monopolists. 
During  the  war  a  system  of  Government  control  was  found  to 
be  necessary  to  get  enough  materials  produced  to  defeat  the 
enemy,  to  prevent  the  misuse  of  factories,  labour  and  materials 
on  non-essential  production,  and  to  keep  prices  of  necessities 
down  to  a  reasonable  level.  The  Government  set  up  a  number 
of  bodies  with  the  special  job  of  seeing  that  this  control  was 
made  as  effective  as  possible. 

After  the  war,  the  needs  of  the  people  must  be  met.  The 


monopolists  cannot  be  allowed  to  return  to  their  old  ways  of 
dictating  to  the  nation,  of  fixing  prices  according  to  their  own 
ideas  of  what  is  a  fair  profit,  of  squeezing  out  the  small  man. 
They  cannot  be  allowed  to  decide  by  themselves  how  much 
goods  should  be  produced  :  they  will  never  produce  an  abun¬ 
dance  because  shortage  helps  them  to  keep  prices  high. 

In  consequence,  the  people  must  insist  that  the 
monopolists  shall  obey  the  will  of  the  nation  as  expressed 
through  the  Government.  This  means  that  the  Government 
should  control  prices,  so  that  the  people  can  afford  to  buy  the 
things  they  need.  The  Government  should  insist  on  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  suflBcient  new  homes,  furniture,  clothes,  food  and 
other  necessities  to  meet  all  the  needs  of  the  people. 

There  are  many  other  ways  in  which  the  people  can  have  a 
more  democratic  influence  over  what  happens.  The  big  thing 
is  that  they  should  take  more  interest  in  expressing  what  they 
want,  and  not  leave  everything  to  somebody  else  to  decide.  The 
Communist  Party  is  always  trying  to  make  everyone  realise 
this,  and  so  to  make  democracy  stronger  and  more  helpful 
to  the  interests  of  the  working  people. 

If  you  wish  to  know  more  about  other  questions  of 
Communist  Policy,  advice  on  reading  material, 
or  details  of  membership,  write  to  : —  k' 
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16,  King  street,  London,  W.C.2  (Tern.  Bar  2151) 
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